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Brief Biography 
Ross Cochran was born in a town in New Mexico called Hobbs. He grew up there all his life until he got 
to college, when he moved to Searcy, Arkansas to attend Harding University. He we went to Harding for 
. ..= 
four years where he graduated with a couple of degrees. From there, he went to Graduate school for 
two years and went overseas to Ireland for mission work. Mr. Cochran then went on to accept a • 
teaching job at Harding in 1986 and has not left since. 
Me: We are ready 
Ross Cochran: I am Ross Cochran and I teach Bible at Harding University and have done so 
since 1986. 
Me: Ok. And where did you live as a child? 
. 
Ross Cochran: I grew up in the Southeast corner of New Mexico. You know where Texas kind 
of forms a shelf and New Mexico sits on it and that's why Texas exists at least, just to form a 
place for New Mexico to sit. 
Me: Ok. 
(Both laugh) 
Me: I've never heard that before. 
Ross Cochran: I just made it up. I live in the very southeast corner in a place called Hobbs. 
Me: I actually had a girlfriend who used to live there. 
Ross Cochran: Well you know Lindsey's mother was born there too. 
Me: That's right! She did too. That's just coincidence. 
Ross Cochran: Well anyway, out there it's flat; it's as flat as this deck. I mean, there's no trees, 
the topography is decorated with mesquite bushes and jack rabbit ears and these oil wells. You 
know they go up and down ... 
Me: So it's totally different 
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Ross Cochran: Totally different from here. You know these big pine trees here. Naw, nowhere 
where I lived. 
Me: Oh, I'm sure. 
Ross Cochran: It's considered a desert from the amount ofrainfall it gets, and so, and it's very 
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dry and arid. And at night ... I lived out in the country. My folks still live there; in fact, my dad's 
parents homesteaded the land I grew up on. 
Me: Wow. 
Ross Cochran: I was born there. And until I went to college, we lived on the same property. 
And they homesteaded it in 1909. They begin to live there in 1902. But then they declared 
homestead and they got the land from the government. My dad, nearly all of his life he's lived 
there except for college and the stint in the navy. So you know, very flat. 
Me: And that's where you were born, and how long did you grow up there? 
Ross Cochran: I was there till I went to college. And even my parents still live in the house that I 
grow up in, so when I go back home, I go back to my boyhood room even sometimes. But for 
recreation, I'd hunt rabbits with friends. And we didn't have any fishing because there wasn't 
any water, so coming to a place like Arkansas, for example, where the fishing's real big and 
sportsman's a paradise for ... We deer hunted but we had to drive along way to do it and there 
just was no fishing, so ... 
Me: Plus, hunting is just so prevalent here; just everyone in this area wears camo and hunts. 
Ross Cochran: I think they're contemplating changing the state flag to camo. 
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Me: So, in your early life, just kind of explain your school system, what kind of school you 
werem. 
Ross Cochran: Really good school system, in fact, I've often said to my kids that I would wish 
my high school experience on anyone. 
Me: How big was it? 
Ross Cochran: my high school was 10th, 11th, and 12th grades and had 1600 students in it. 
Me: ok, so that's a good size. 
Ross Cochran: For New Mexico it was big. I played tennis there and was in the marching band 
and chorus and just had very good leadership in all those directors and coaches and had a very 
good experience and hung with good people. I felt very very fortunate about that. And even my 
grade school, all my three sisters were all taught by the same first grade teacher. She became a 
family friend. We had good involvement in the schools and I can remember 7th gth 9th all through 
high school having very good instruction in English and grammar. And you know, as a teacher I 
use that every day. I often think back on my teachers and think, "Boy, they really did me a good 
service." Because they made us really work hard and learn it. 
Me: And you went to a Public School? 
Ross Cochran: I didn't know there was such a thing as a Christian college until I came to the 
university and kept hearing about this academy and kept thinking, "what is that" I didn't even 
know there was such a thing as a Christian school and a college. 
Me: so they don't have many private schools out in New Mexico? 
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Ross Cochran: I think they do know. But our public school system then, it wasn't [a problem] to 
say a prayer. You know, I remember in third grade, Ms. Williams would always lead us in the 
Pledge of Allegiance and the Lord's Prayer. You know, Public school, nobody. It was as natural 
as studying math. 
Me: the school that I went to, I went to a bunch of different schools, from K to the time I • 
graduated, 
Ross Cochran: From what part of the country? 
Me: I'm from Kentucky. 
Ross Cochran: Oh Ya! You said Paducah. Actually Grace Allen was here last night. 
Me: Oh was she really? I grew up in public schools. I went to the same high school as Grace and 
everything. We never heard a single prayer. We never really heard any kind of ... really anything. 
And it was almost segregated. You know, we had two different cafeterias. Black people sat in 
one cafeteria and white people sat in the other cafeteria. 
Ross Cochran: Oh really? 
Me: We probably had close to 1300 to 1400 in the high school as well. 
Ross Cochran: you know, my high school was integrated. We had large Hispanic population, 
large black population, large white population. It probably wasn't 33,33,33 percent wise but it 
was considerable and it was very natural 
Me: Very diverse 
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Ross Cochran: and you know, we're talking, when I was in high school. I graduated in high 
school in 1975, so ... Is that true? Ya. So, you know we're talking, late 60's early 70's when the 
race relations in this country were still very prevalent. Ya, intense. I had a friend get beat up by 
some black guys, but you know, black students, they had a tough row. I mean, they had to 
overcome some stereotypes and I can, I kind of. I don't excuse when people get violent but when . . 
you get to the root of it. When people get really, really, really frustrated they strike out. 
Me: OK, why don't you just run me through your high school real quick. Into your daily life 
situations. Almost like your schedule. 
Ross Cochran: ok well we started band at 7 :30. We started marching at 7 :30. You had to be 
ready to go at 7:30 in the morning and we had first period for band. So they started at 8. We 
basically had an hour and a half band period to begin school day. And then you go through your 
classes. It seemed like chorus may have met at 11 or something, and we'd hang out in the chorus 
room, so we'd either get some lunch or run over to Church's Chicken and get a piece of chicken 
biscuit but we got back to the chorus room a lot of times to eat. Some days, a friend of mine 
would take a milk carton, my sophomore year this was more common, he was a senior. We'd go 
to an old gym and we'd play hockey in our socks with a flatten out milk carton, you know. 
Me: And just slide around (laughs) 
Ross Cochran: Ya! We probably got in a lot of trouble. And then at the end of the day, we had 
tennis. So I'd be at school from about 7:30 or 8 til either 5 or 5:30 pretty regularly. 
Me: That's a long day. 
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Ross Cochran: In the summer, I mowed grass. So in the fall or spring, I'd have that to work in as 
well. So it was a busy life but you know not frantic. 
Me: But it got you ready for college. 
Ross Cochran: Oh ya! I did OK. I took some of the higher math. I took Algebra I may be 
. 
Algebra II. I didn't take Trig or Cale. Nobody really encouraged me to and I don't know how I 
would have done. 
Me: It's tough. 
Ross Cochran: I did better in English than math and then sciences but I did ok. Honor student. 
National Honors Society stuff, I wasn't valid for valedictorian or anything like that but I was top 
I 0-15%, so I did ok. But it was a good school system and we commonly heard and experienced 
that what goes at home goes at school and what goes at school goes at home. It was a much more 
of a partnership between teachers and the school's as a home as a church. I felt like all those 
things were on the same side and had a similar philosophy. That you might get paddled at home, 
but you might get paddled at school. You know, if you threw rocks at someone or a window, 
you'd get paddled at school and I knew if I get paddled at school I get paddled at home. 
Nowadays, I don't even know if that's permitted anymore. 
Me: I think do still paddle in some private schools, but they've cut it out of public schools. But 
private schools they can kind of, especially the high school and elementary schools can kind of 
do what they want as they get a signature from the parents saying its ok. 
Ross Cochran: Well I'd come home and even mow grass, or play with my dogs or me and my 
dad might play catch. And we lived out in the country and it was always neat in the spring and 
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the summers and early falls when the sun sets because that flat terrain, and we were out in the 
country and you could look out over our back fence and see a panoramic sunset. Purples and 
blues and oranges and a really pretty sunset. 
Me: I've never even been west of Kansas. 
. 
Ross Cochran: Is that right? Oh, well you need to go. It's fun. But the exchange is is it's ugly. 
You know, the terrain is ugly. But the temperatures would drop and its not this humidity like we 
have here. And it would be very comfortable in the evening. Then in the summers I would either 
cut grass until I started college and I started working the oil field in my summers. They pay 
better 
Me Did you work in one of the oil fields here in Arkansas? 
Ross Cochran: No. I went back home. In fact, all this gas and the oil activity that you see now, 
you didn't see that here ten years ago. 
Me: Really? So Halliburton and all those ... 
Ross Cochran: No. I knew that company back home but never heard it here until almost eighteen 
years ago. This gas and oil stuff is new to Arkansas. I guess they've kind of numbed this areas 
and the gas was under us. They just haven't ... it's just been certainly in the last ten years. You 
know, 8-10 years since you started seeing this stuff. But my dad worked at an oil company for 
35 years as a clerk and mom went to Abilene Christian as a student and he got a degree in animal 
science and was working on a ranch in Colorado and came back home to help his parents and 
found this job in the oil fields and the roust about position is the one where you drive around in a 
truck and do repairs or if there is an oil spill then your shoveling out the repairs. 
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Me: So the dirty jobs. 
Ross Cochran: yes, the dirty jobs. And he was doing that and then they found out he knew how 
' 
to type and they put him in an office and he stayed there for about 38 years. He had a good 
retirement plan and one of the perks or benefits of being an employee is that if your child goes to 
college, they will hire them in the summer. It gives them money for college. So it was a pretty 
good job and paid pretty well for back then. So I did that in the summers, and except for one 
summer I went to Brazil for six weeks on a campaign and that was a real life changer for me. 
But I'm sure we'll get into all of that. 
Me: So now we'll transition into your college life, so explain why you went to Harding 
University, I suppose coming from New Mexico. 
Ross Cochran: yes, well that's easy. My mom and dad went to Abilene Christian and had a very 
good experience there. Made a lot of lifelong friends and we knew that if something happened to 
my mom or dad, we would be raised by old college friends of theirs. We knew who they were, 
we saw them periodically. And I actually ended up going to college with their kids. So it was 
kind of neat, so they had such a good experience there and believed so strongly in their Christian 
faith that they always told my sisters and I, you know, we want three things for you: we want 
you to become Christians, we want you to marry Christians, and we want you to at least attend a 
Christian college. And that's how they set it. My mom didn't finish because she was a couple 
years younger than my dad and they married and left. But we want you to at least attend a 
Christian college. So we just knew we were going to Christian college somewhere. Lubbock 
was two hours away. I'm the third of four kids and my oldest sister thought that was too close to 
home. She thought Oklahoma, at the time, was too ugly. It was like where we were from at the 
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time, the campus has greened up considerably but still Oklahoma is Oklahoma. It was too much 
like home at the time. She thought Abilene was too big, but on a spring break trip, my mom and 
dad took my sister to an aunt that was her same age and took them on a tour. They might have 
gone to Nashville and saw a little of Lipscomb and Freed Hardeman. They visited here, and it 
was about this time of year, and I knew the azaleas were pretty attractive and actually, you see 
that yellow garage right there? 
Me: yes 
Ross Cochran: The couple that lives in that house, he's got Alzheimer's now. His name is Virgil 
Lawyer. And at the time he was one of the Dean of Students. Most of his career, he taught 
history. But at the time he was Dean of Students, and it was after a conversation with that man 
and my sister walked out of that office and decided this was where I was going for college. And 
she had such a great experience that my sister, Nancy followed her. 
Me: So you're the youngest of the three? 
Ross Cochran: Well, there's one below me, but we all came here. We all came here because we 
just loved it. We had a very good experience. 
Me: And just having a conversation with him really changed their minds? 
Ross Cochran: Well, you know, they'd come home and around late June they'd be like, "Oh, I'm 
ready to be back at college." It kind of hurt my feelings because what's wrong with your family? 
Here we are but they just have so much fun, and they'd tell stories about the stuff they'd do. 
Me: Harding's just a great place to be for really any college student especially a Christian 
college student. It's a blessing every day. 
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Ross Cochran: But see that's why I didn't have a problem coming back when I finished high 
school. But I came to Harding and I didn't know what I wanted to do, I thought about quitting 
and going to the Navy. And that scared my mom, you know. And she didn't think that would be 
such a good idea. 
Me: I can see that scaring a mom. 
Ross Cochran: So because my older sisters had such a great experience. And I'd say that my 
second sister, Nancy. She lives in Memphis now. She was a senior when I was a freshman. And 
Alex, that was the difference for me because she introduced me to all these really really good 
people who are my greatest friends in the world. Raymond in Jonesboro, Grant in Dallas, Perry 
in Memphis, one of them is on the Harding board of trustees, in Bob Walker. I used to go hang 
out in his room. They were juniors and seniors, and she'd say, "Hey, you see that guy? I want 
you to meet him." And she'd introduced me and they'd stop by. And some of those guys would 
come by my room because of their appreciation for Nancy. 
Me: plus, I'm sure you were the cool freshman. 
Ross Cochran: No. but my RA was a good friend of hers and he later was the SA president and 
she was on the SA. So I joined the club I joined because all these great guys that I had been 
introduced to, almost all of them were in this club. 
Me: What club did you end up doing? 
Ross Cochran: Chi Sigs. And at the time, Chi Sigs, Regina, and TNT and Zeta Rho was it. It 
was almost like a large extended cousins club. And you know, we had a lot of mutual friends in 
all four of those clubs. So she just introduced me to a lot of really, really great people. And after 
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she left, one of those I ended up rooming with, and you know if I called him and said, "Brad, I'm 
in a jam man, I got have 500 bucks." He'd say, "Got it" you know, I mean, he's just one of those 
friends that I could pick it up and tell him anything. He's gonna be there. That was a great 
blessing. But that's how I ended up coming here because my sisters came and had a great 
experience. And my parents, they just kind of set the trajectory. You know, we want you to . 
attend a Christian college. And it wasn't like ... man, it was a great. So we were looking forward 
to it, we just didn't know which one. And they let us pick that. 
Me: Well that's great! I'm glad you picked Harding to be honest. I'm really glad. My next 
question is, we got through the whole Harding situation, got through your college experience, so 
have you always aspired to be a bible professor? 
Ross Cochran: No. I didn't really know what I wanted to do. I finished two years and I majored 
in accounting and I majored in education, I was more honest and was undeclared for a while 
when I came to Brazil I found myself doing some things that I'd get to do in ministry. And I had 
preached a little from my home church and got affirmation about that so I decided to major in 
Bible not really knowing what I was going to do with that. And you know, I thought maybe one 
day, but really I saw these guys at the end of my senior year I had no desire, Alex, none, zip, to 
do anymore graduate work. In fact, they used to encourage Bible majors to go look at the 
graduate schools in Memphis. I never went. 
Me: You just didn't go. 
Ross Cochran: I had no interest in that. 
Me: That's where my preacher actually went was the, from Paducah. You know Terrell Lee? 
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Ross Cochran: Ya 
Me: That's my preacher back at home. 
Ross Cochran: I had got to school with him eventually but I had no desire to go as an 
undergraduate. So I guess I didn't think of myself as a bible teacher because I didn't want to 
. 
graduate school. But I thought the way God made me, ministry was a good fit. So I didn't know 
what kind. Maybe campus ministry. But I ended up going on a mission team, so I declared bible 
and I did that, but after four years, I left here and went to Ireland with a mission group. And I 
stayed there 18 month to two year commitment. By that time, I was pretty infatuated with Nita so 
I didn't want to go over there too long. So after 18 months I came back and meanwhile we got 
engaged. 
Me: So y'all got engaged while you were over there? 
Ross Cochran: She came to visit me. And do you know, do you know in the Princess Bride? 
Me: Ya. 
Ross Cochran: When the Giant is climbing the Cliffs of Insanity. Those are actual cliffs on the 
West Coast of Ireland. 
Me: Cliffs of ... 
Ross Cochran: Moher. 
Me: Lindsey's told me about them whenever she's gone over. She went to HUF_and traveled all 
over. And so she's got pictures of that. It's incredible. 
Ross Cochran: Yep yep. It's about 1800 ft cliffs and that's where I proposed to her. 
12 
Me: Wow. Couldn't have picked a better place. 
Ross Cochran: yes. So we got engaged and we came back and I worked in the oil field for a few 
months to pocket some money and we got married and moved to ... now meanwhile, we got 
ministry jobs and boy, I'd say we're looking for somebody to do this and I thought I just I just 
don't know where to start. And I interviewed, I remember interviewing for three places and·two 
of them I had job offers. But I just I just didn't know what to do. I didn't even know where to 
start. And so I had an uncle that I loved very much. 
Me: And this is back in '85, '86? 
Ross Cochran: no this would have been '81. 
Me: Oh, '81. Ok 
Ross Cochran: The Spring of' 81. 
Me: Right and then you went to Ireland for two years. 
Ross Cochran: Well I graduated in '79, and went to Ireland and when I came back. I had a friend 
that would say, "You (should] go to grad school." no no no. Well then I interviewed for these 
jobs and I was well I don't know what to do and my uncle said, "Ross, I really think should go to 
grad school." And because I trusted him so much and because I kind of didn't know what else to 
do, and thought maybe I can grow up some and get some ideas of what to do so I said ok. 
Me: And decided to go to grad school. 
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Ross Cochran: We got married and went to honeymoon and moved into an apartment in 
Memphis and started going to grad school in May of' 81. Really good decision. I really got a 
good education. 
Me: Oh ya, I'm sure Terrell's told me all kinds of things about the grad school there and its 
really cool. 
Ross Cochran: I got my Degree at Harding and I got my education at Memphis. 
Me: So that's that's how it works I guess. 
Ross Cochran: many of us were ready to be educated. 
Me: And then once you got out of grad school, you decided you wanted to come here and go 
back to Harding? 
Ross Cochran: Well what happened was, do you know Bruce McClarty? 
Me: Ya. 
Ross Cochran: He grew up in a church in Memphis called Holmes Rd and my last semester in 
graduate school, I bumped into him in the library. And he said Ross what are you gonna do when 
you finish? And I said, "I have no idea." He said, "aight." And he was about to move and go to 
Africa and so he was leaving a staff spot at Holmes Rd so short story is I ended up taking that 
role and we ended up moving into the house they were vacating. We bought their refrigerator 
and washer and dryer and off they went to Africa and kind of assumed their. .. Exactly! 
(Muffled sound) 
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Ross Cochran: We didn't live as well as they did, but anyway. So we ended up at Holmes Rd 
with Neal Pryor. He lived across my road neighbor and now just before he passed. But uh Teresa 
still lives over. But he came to speak for us one time at Youth thing and I was taking him back to 
the airport and I thought you know I've never heard of this guy Dwight Smith that heads the 
campus ministry here but I said you know, Neal, Dr. Pryor ifthat role ever opened up I think 
that'd be something that I'd be interested in. and he said, "ok I'll keep that in the back of my 
mind." And he was an elder at the college church and that was their ministry. Well, it wasn't too 
awful long that he called and said, "Ross, we've lost a bible teacher and wondered if you'd be 
interested. A guy, you know I think it was. I got this call the last day of July. Apparently, this 
Bible teacher had gone on a campaign and acted inappropriately with a student. I don't know the 
extent of it but it was a messy situation. Ya he shouldn't have done that. He resigned and the end 
of July. They got classes. The students enrolled in them, they got to have somebody, you know. 
And so he said, "we're looking at two other people as well", and I said well that kind of a once in 
a lifetime. Then in a church context, Alex, I kind of knew the stuff that I was decent at, and the 
stuff that I enjoyed and the stuff that was a little frustrating. 
Me: Ya. 
Ross Cochran: The stuff I had imagined doing in a college setting we were teaching and 
counseling. It was the stuff that I really enjoyed and the stuff that I was trying to steer a 
congregation which I didn't really know anything about. 
Me: You just didn't really ... so you were more of a ... so you didn't really like preaching and the 
whole ... ? 
Ross Cochran: No, I liked preaching and I get to do that some here you know, filling in for spots. 
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Me: Ya. Ya 
Ross Cochran: I knew I'd get to do that the whole idea of being supported by a church was 
emotional and psychologically I didn't like that. 
Me: I see what you're saying. 
Ross Cochran: The boundary list of it. 
Me: just thought of the people's money that their donating to church is going ... 
Ross Cochran: Ya I mean it played games on my mind sometimes and if I went to visit 
somebody in the hospital, am I there because I'm the church representative or is it because I 
believe a relationship with this person. This is Ross' friend that I'm coming to see. And a lot of 
times it's somebody I hardly knew but there was this ... somebody needs to come see them and 
we've supported you to free you up to do that, would you go see them? And I just didn't like 
that. It felt a little artificial to me. 
Me: You decided to take that position as a teacher. 
Ross: Well I said listen if you want me, I got to let my elders know something and my wife and I 
scheduled this vacation, and then you're telling me I got to be there to start class. It's click click 
click. So he said ok. 
Me: Stressful month 
Ross Cochran: Within a week, he called me back. I think it was on Friday, he c~lled me. 
Anyways, Wednesday or Friday he called me, and Monday he called me back and say we want 
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you come. I told my elders that night and my church Wednesday night and that was basically the 
end of my time in Memphis. We went on vacation and then I had to move here and get started. 
Me: Well at least you had a little bit of time off before you had to leave. 
Ross Cochran: Ya. But it was great. I mean it's been a really loved it. 
Me: and then I'm sure you love teaching. I mean I've heard all kinds of things. 
STARTS TO GET OFF TOPIC SO I STOPPED IT, THEN RESUMED BY ASKING ABOUT 
JFK ASSASSINATION 
Ross Cochran: Well ya, the JFK assassination. My youth is what 9/11 is to yours but I remember 
very distinctly sitting in my first grade classroom and Ms. Neely walked in crying and she said, 
"Somebody shot President Kennedy." That's a quote. I remember that from 48 years ago. 
Somebody shot President Kennedy. And she was crying. And I remember going home and 
watching the funeral and the several days of investigation. And all the news and this was before 
they had 24/7, but it was in the papers and so on. So ya, and then five years later, Martin Luther 
King and his brother, Bobby were killed in '68. 
Me: And you remember about the whole Martin Luther King assassination too? 
Ross Cochran: It's not as well, but I don't remember now what ... 
Me: Martin Luther King at the time though, I guess he was a big leader during that period of time 
but he's not the President of the United States. 
Ross Cochran: Ya. And that may have been it, but they were 
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Me: And people are like, "You don't remember where you were when Martin Luther King got 
shot?" I mean, it was a big deal, but ... 
Ross Cochran: We didn't have the news coming around ... I mean, I can click on my phone and 
ifl want to get instant news. We didn't have that. So, you got home from school, and if you 
turned the TV on, you'd hear it. If you didn't, then you wouldn't. 
Me: And the last thing I really wanted to talk to you about was, I just wanted to know about your 
future goals and things you might have planned possibly for your future and where you see 
yourself in ten years. 
Ross Cochran: Future goals. What I'm not actually thinking about that right now, Alex, I'm 54, 
I'll be 55 in August. And I love what I'm doing. I don't have to do something different. But its 
at that stage where you kind of wonder, you know where if I was going to do something 
different, I'd should get that going. 
Me: I see yourself as a Dean. 
Ross Cochran: I don't know. 
Me: Or at least maybe the Dean of the Bible 
Ross Cochran: Well, there may be some shifts. I've expressed interest in a couple ofroles. Not 
like president. 
Me: You know, I see. I think of somebody. Who is it right now? McClarty? 
Ross Cochran: Bruce McClarty. Vice President of Spiritual Life. 
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Me: I mean, I can see whenever that next person moves out, just moving.on in. I mean, you've 
been here for 25 years now? 
Ross Cochran: This will be my 26th year. 
Me: Which is why you're eligible for my interview . .. 
Ross Cochran: Well you know, that role would be one that I'd be interested in if it opened up. 
And Bruce is one of the names you hear a half dozen or so that might be our next President. So if 
he were to move up, and said, "Ross would you take that role?" I don't know ifl'd say yes right 
then, but I'd be inclined to say yes. 
Me: I mean, you'd have to give it thought. 
Ross Cochran: Getting to lead chapel, it would just be a new way to contribute. 
Me: It really would be. Well I appreciate your time 
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